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Sometimes, the worst case scenario happens and you find yourself getting pulled over after one too
many. What you do or dona€™t do can mean the difference between a DUI conviction and reasonable
doubt. Most of the time your best option is to simply accept a plea agreement offered by the
prosecutor.

In terms of prestige, prosecuting DUI cases is pretty low on the totem pole for most prosecutors.
Getting a quick conviction or plea deal helps their turnover rate and can propel them into more
prestigious divisions like homicide. Of course, a quick conviction is more likely if you give the
prosecutor everything he needs to convict you. Breath tests, blood tests, field sobriety tests, and
TALKING TOO MUCH to the officer arresting you are all ways to ensure the prosecutor can get
some trial experience and boost his conviction rate.

Today, more and more cities and municipalities are implementing DUI checkpoints. If you are in a

high traffic area with limited means of ingress/egress then the odds of running into a checkpoint are
dramatically greater. If itis a holiday which traditionally involves drinking (St. Patricka€™s Day,
Independence Day, etc.) then DUI checkpoints are almost guaranteed. The laws governing DUI
checkpoints are straight forward. The police must stop people using a uniform method of deciding

who gets stopped. For example, they may stop every 5th car, or every red car, or every SUV. As

long as they dona€™t decide who to stop based on arbitrary reasons and as long as the decision on who
gets stopped is not made by the field officer, you likely wona€™t be able to challenge the legality of the
stop.

Knowing what happens during a DUI stop and how you should react will great benefit you in the

long run. You wona€™t like to hear that if you are drunk you will probably get arrested when you are
pulled over, but it is the truth. At least be aware of the implications of being arrested and what you

can do to save yourself from further grief down the road. The most important thing you can have on
your side during a DUI stop is knowledge. What you do and dona€™t do during the stop can mean the
difference between a DUI conviction and getting off with a suspended license and several thousand
dollars in fines.

There are no up sides to drinking and driving, but everyone makes mistakes. Learn how to limit the
cost and consequence of your bad decision.
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