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In todaya€™s highly mobile world, many spend countless hours and miles traveling in their automobiles
for work and vacation. Modern cars are also far more reliable than the cars of 30 years ago. We

have begun to take them for granted. We expect them to just work day in day. However, the time to
learn the lessons of basic car repair is not on a deserted highway at 2 am on the way up to the ski
slopes! Automobiles still breakdown, have flat tires and batteries run out of juice. Most people think

that you have to be a space shuttle engineer to even open the hood of a 21st century car. While it is
true that computer technology has drastically changed the way engines and cars operate, there are

still some basic car repairs that you can perform in a pinch. You must carry some basic automotive
tools with you at all times in order to carry them out.

A basic kit with automotive tools doesn&€™t have to break the bank or require you tow a trailer full of
tools. You can go as basic as you want and add more tools as your needs change. The first thing to
do is put together a list of automotive tools that you will probably need. (I have included one in this
article.) You will be surprised to find that you own many of them already. The real chore is to get
them together in one place and carry them with you. You will also need something to carry them in.
First see if you have an old duffle bag stuffed in a closet. If not you can probably get one cheap at

an Army surplus store. Now it is time to look at our automotive tool list and start collecting them.

Automotive tools for your kit should include the following: set of various screwdrivers (both flat head
and Phillips), crescent wrench, pliers, torque wrench, pocket knife, jumper cables, battery terminal
brush, spare fuses, 1 quart of oil, duct tape, flashlight, gloves, medical kit, road flares, reflective

vest, blanket and funnel. Make sure your car jack and tire iron are in their proper place in your cara€™s
trunk. After you have gathered these items and put them in your old duffle bag, store it in your truck

so its there when you need it. These items can prove to be invaluable to help you fix a minor

problem and be on your way.
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