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Computer security is important if you want to keep your machine running faster for longer. It's also
crucial if you want to protect your personal information and confidential data. In addition, if you use
online banking or shop online, then keeping your computer security updated will help prevent
identity theft from online criminals. Antivirus software is designed to protect against computer bugs,
but it's not always equipped to handle cyber criminals who make the most of your computer's
vulnerabilities. Thus, though antivirus software does have its uses, it may be lacking in the most
important areas. Fortunately, some good online security software can protect you in a range of
circumstances, and need not even cost any money.

Although going for the most comprehensive security software can be a tempting option, it is better to
look for what is included rather than the number of programs that your computer security scans. If
you were securing your home, then installing one burglar alarm would be more effective than having
hundreds of locks on your doors but nothing on your windows. You should look for a computer
security system that can detect vulnerabilities and patch them regularly. Patches are updates to a
program that help it to remain secure as technology improves. A good computer security system will
alert you when a new patch is available and will help you to update your programs. This is one of
the best tools for keeping your computer protected in the long-term.

Something else to look for is the balance between security updates as well as regular scans. The
best security software will be able to do both. Running a scan once a week will mean that your
software can remain on top of potential compromises, while also continually monitoring patches and
other areas vital to security. Real time updates show you when a virus or other security compromise
has been stopped, so you can avoid websites and other programs that may threaten your security.

Knowing what to look for in security software can be difficult, particularly if you are not familiar with
computers. One of the best ways to compare security software is to see if there is a free online
security scan available. Try this before you download any security software. A quality piece of
security software will usually be available for free, and you will be able to see how it works, what it
offers, and whether it is able to detect any vulnerability on your computer. If you are comfortable
with the software, then most will have a downloadable version for free, which will be more
comprehensive than the online-only version.
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