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For numerous years, Chinese women have shared a deep love for the traditional Chinese knot,
which happen to be one of the various distinctive and local folk handicrafts of China. Many people
feel that this is primarily due to the fact that a typical Chinese knot is not only used as a means of
decoration but is also considered to symbolize unity and togetherness of people. In fact, quite
common for couples engaged to be married to gift each other objects designed or shaped in the
form a traditional Chinese knot as a token of their love and commitment. Apart from being used as a
symbol of love, Chinese people also used them to express feelings like happiness prosperity and
absence of all evil.

Not many people are aware of the fact that a typical Chinese knot was generally woven from one
piece of thread and then was named in accordance with its shape and implication. While Chinese
women used them mainly for purely ornamental purposes, men generally utilized them to record
events. There are more than a dozen basic Chinese knots which formed the basis for more complex
knots. These knots are named according to their distinctive shapes, origins and uses and include
the Two-Coins Knot, which is shaped like two overlapping coins that were once prevalent in China
and the Button knot, which is shaped like a button. These knots were extremely practical as they
were pulled tightly together which enhanced their strength so that they could be easily used for
binding and wrapping.

One of the limitations of traditional Chinese knots is their symmetry, which makes it extremely
difficult to create new patterns and themes. Despite that, Chinese women have been using these
knots to decorate not only their homes and items of personal use but also for decorating the venues
of for religious ceremonies, royal receptions and weddings etc. To further enhance the beauty of
these finely crafted handicrafts, it was quite common to add pearls, and other precious stones to
them.
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