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If you are a businessman, say of a chain of pizza stores, you naturally have to target local
customers. But more than that, youâ€™d want to expand your market beyond your local customers. With
the Internet you can take advantage of the benefits of online marketing for your local business.

Affordable Advertising

Traditional advertising through television and radio is expensive and eats up a chunk of your profits.
In contrast, online advertising is cost-efficient. Most marketing tools available online are free. You
can put up a blog advertising your pizza instead of printing out large tarp signs. You can have your
business listed in Google Places, Yahoo! and online local business directories with minimal costs.
Interaction in social networks like Facebook and Twitter can give you prospective customers. Even if
you prefer to hire an SEO company to do the marketing, advertising costs are still much cheaper
than other options.

Online Exposure

Combing the phone directories is quickly becoming a thing of the past. More than 80% of customers
today use the web for information. To miss out on that is a big loss for your local business.
Customers, even if they are local, check out available services and products online. Aside from that,
online exposure can expand your customer base. This way you get more potential income.

Branding

Since you compete with other businesses for the local customers, it is important that you establish
how you are different from the others. Local marketing specialists who work in online marketing can
make your service or product stand out from the competition. Through the use of social networks
and social bookmarking sites, they make it easier for you to put your brand across many platforms.
It is easier for you to make a core message of what your product is and what makes it unique.

More Local Leads

If your business has online exposure and you are branded correctly, people will find you. The battle
for online marketing local business is already half won if you use the right online marketing tools.
Social networks make it easy for you to target your specific geographic area. SEO techniques are
available online to make your business page rank well and generate more local leads.

Bigger Profits

Now that you have online exposure, strong branding, and more local leads, you can expect bigger
profits, although that doesnâ€™t happen outright. You still have to convert your leads to sales. You then
have to figure out how it works in online marketing for local business. You can research on online
marketing strategies and implement them. Better yet, hiring professionals can do the work faster
with greater results.
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Staci Burruel - About Author:
If you want to attract more customers for your business, visit a www.surefiresocial.com for more
details.
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