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International shipping presents new challenges every day. With these challenges, ship operators
are constantly finding better ways to simplify every aspect of daily operations, improve efficiency,
and maximize profit. Good thing, these benefits, which seemed impossible to achieve 20 years ago,
are now widely available with the development of integrated shipping software.

Many ship operators and carriers find themselves dealing with high bunker costs, high charter costs,
high labor costs, expensive communication between vessels and poor tracking systems. If these
issues are not addressed at the right time, shipping operations become prone to encounter high
losses. When any of these happens, beside the financial impact the company risks damaging its
reputation and eventually loses customers.

Shipping solutions software enables ship operators and carriers to minimize expenses and gain
significant cost benefits by reducing the amount of work involved in moving cargo across
international borders. This is done by automating a number of tasks that are labor-intensive and
time consuming processes such as redundant data entry, inventory, documentation, invoicing, etc...

Because there is no one-size-fits-all solution when it comes to shipping operations, shipping
software companies have developed different kinds of marine software solutions with their specific
intended functions.  Advanced software applications for shipping such as container management
software allow merchants to easily control and manage container activities across multiple vessels.
This enables operators to track the status and location of containers to minimize damage or loss.

Two other important kinds of marine solutions software are Voyage estimation software which
calculates the length of time it will take for each shipment to reach its destination, and voyage
accounting software which can be used run calculations of transaction costs.  Using these solutions,
operators can rate shop between carriers, compare routes, and identify commercial options with
best revenue potential. Vessel operators use these software applications to compute bunker costs,
chartering costs, port costs, canal fees, and load/discharge expenses, helping them to avoid
expensive routes, evade risky procedures, and ensure that deliveries are always on time.

In addition, modern carriers are also using container tracking software which is used to show the
exact locations of container. Container tracking software also records transaction details such as
exact times certain shipments leave the port, transshipments, and load/discharge activities. Using
this software helps ensure visibility and minimize loss of consignments.

To recapitulate, shipping solutions software is the key to success in modern-day shipping. It
streamlines complex processes and removes bottlenecks throughout the shipment order cycle. Most
shipping software can be integrated into existing platforms and customized to best serve specific
purposes.

Nowadays, shipping software can be purchased off-the-shelf at rates so reasonable considering the
benefits they offer. One challenge however is finding the right shipping software company or
vendors which provide reliable products and support services not judging on price alone. With right
choice, vessel operators can easily and quickly make back the difference in cost and enjoy the
competitive advantage they get from investing wisely.
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