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Hazardous Materials are dangerous materials which can cause harm to the environment and human
beings if not handled properly. These materials are also referred to as Hazmat. These materials are
classified into different categories such as gases, radioactive, poison, explosives, corrosive, liquid
flammables and combustibles, oxidizers, solid flammables and combustibles, fuels, chemicals like
sulfuric acid and many more. All the above mentioned materials are very harmful and should be
handled in a proper way because even a small mistake may result in a severe disaster.

Correct identification of Hazardous Materials is also important to ensure safety. Therefore, different
dangerous goods are given identification codes. These codes are of two types: color codes and
number codes. Color codes indicate the nature of such materials, for instance- red color indicates
flame hazards, blue color indicates health hazard and white color indicates special types of hazards.
On the other hand number codes indicate the degree of hazard of such materials, for example-
number 0 is given to least hazard degree and number 4 is given to materials with highest hazard
degree. 

It has been viewed in recent years that use of Hazmat has increased to a great extent and they are
transported from one place to another. Transporting harmful goods is very dangerous because
anything can happen any time. That is the reason why these materials are under the regulation of
the government transportation offices such as Department of transportation. This Department of
Transportation has laid down certain rules and regulations regarding transportation of dangerous
goods. It is mandatory for every business organization dealing in hazardous materials to follow all
the rules and regulations while transporting them to their destination. There are some materials
which require special permits and approvals for getting transported.

It is also important for all the individuals dealing with harmful goods to acquire proper training and
complete a qualified instructional course because handling them without proper training can be
really dangerous. Therefore, it is necessary for all the officials to gain proper training so that they
can safeguard the environment and humans from the ill effects of these materials. Hazardous
materials training make the individuals aware of the safety precautions which may prove to be
beneficial in case of any mishap. The training also provides knowledge about packaging and
labeling of dangerous goods.

Hence, it is very important to know about Hazardous Materials or Hazmat as well as correct ways of
handling them to protect environment and humans from their harmful effects.
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