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Men and women not really knowledgable tend to believe that the purpose of a paralegal in a law
office is to complete general paperwork jobs. These types of ideas could hardly be more mistaken.
Ask individuals who have been working as a legal assistant, and they will tell you!

In giving assistance to one or more lawyers in the law office, a paralegal's obligations and
responsibilities can vary extensively, based on who they're doing work for. A good lawyer will make
use of his/her paralegal for much more than merely clerical tasks that he/she will not wish to do, but
alternatively, will hand over important duties that need well trained abilities.

A good example of precisely what we are talking about at this point is running through a specified
example. The legal assistant is often the individual responsible for figuring out precisely what the
latest elements of the law are which might be strongly related to the case under review, and what
strategies must be used in taking on the various motions that need to be filed. Ensuring that simply
the most recent info is used in the case frequently is the responsibility of the legal assistant. These
workers are ensuring that the lawyer is looking at the latest and appropriate law.

Perhaps the most common responsibility of paralegals or legal para-professionals is to talk to the
firm's clientele in lieu of their supervisor. They might also talk to clients who are thinking about the
firm. A legal assistant is sometimes required to meet with the people who are involved in a claim.
The legal assistant will need to complete customized education and learning to accomplish these
jobs. They must hold excellent written and spoken communication capabilities.

It is not out of the ordinary for paralegals to go with the attorney at law they support into a court. The
legal assistant may be critical in interacting with witnesses who'll be needed at trial, along with
taking on most of the documentation that fills our court system lately. Yes, a paralegal might do
some clerical tasks in the course of a day, but their role is much broader in our legal system. The
work day of a paralegal is not filled with clerical support tasks. Instead, the work of a paralegal is far
more technical in nature.

A paralegal is a true professional, and to think of them as anything less than this is a mistake. The
professional standing of a paralegal or legal assistant should be very clear, given the course work
required and the specialized knowledge they possess.

Since they are assisting an attorney, they must have broad knowledge of not only the legal system,
but the area of the law they are practicing in.

The supervising attorney is not always around. Therefore, the paralegal must be able to work
independently - which requires specialized knowledge. While the paralegal is not totally autonomous
(there are things they are not permitted to do), much of their work occurs without the attorney
looking over their shoulder.

No matter whether a paralegal is doing work for an individual legal professional within his personal
practice, or maybe she's a part of a sizable law practice, it must be clear that their position is an
essential function, both in and out of the workplace.
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