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Both Shanghai and Beijing have much to offer prospective students. As such, any article discussing
the reasons to study Chinese in Shanghai could very easily become a tourist brochure. At the same
time it goes without saying that China can be a very daunting place for the first time visitor, and
especially for someone wanting to learn Chinese through cultural immersion. Therefore it is
important to look at the features of Shanghai and Beijing within the context of how they will help a
student to learn Chinese.

When choosing between Shanghai and Beijing it is important to consider which city you would feel
most comfortable living in. Learning a new language can be difficult enough, but it is ten times
worse if you don't like your surroundings. Anyone studying Chinese in China will learn much more
quickly and easily if they get out and about. And as we will see both Shanghai and Belijing offer
many opportunities to the student who is willing to explore.

The first step for anyone considering studying in China should be the resources offered by useful
websites such as nextstepchina.org. These websites truly provide you with a stepping stone you
can use to learn about China. There are many good reasons to study Chinese in Shanghai but
possibly the following are the best five.

First, Shanghai is regarded as somewhat of a mecca for overseas students. In 2002, 13,081
students from over 100 countries came to Shanghai to study. It is also important to note that
Shanghai is home to the prestigious Shanghai Jiao Tong University.

Second, Shanghai is one of China's most vibrant cities. If you want to experience what modern
China is about this is definitely to place to be.

Third, unsurprisingly, for such a modern and bustling metropolis, Shanghai also boasts an
impressive cultural scene. In fact, in addition to the internationally renowned Shanghai Art Museum,
there are 1000 private art galleries in the city.

Fourth, a short distance from Shanghai are major tourist sites such as the beautiful and historic
town of Zhujiajiao.

Finally, if shopping is more your thing, you will be pleased to know that Shanghai is regarded as the
premier shopping city in China.

These are just a few reasons to study Chinese in Shanghai.
A strong rival to Shanghai is the Chinese capital Beijing. Therefore it is no surprise that many
foreign students decide to study Chinese in Beijing. And just like Shanghai, Beijing boasts many

features. Here are five of them.

First, as the capital, there is no lack of things to do. From Sports Centers to Martial Arts schools,
Beijing has it all. All you have to do is decide where to start.

Second, eating out in Beijing is amazingly cheap and the food tastes great. This is the perfect
reason to get out and explore.

Third, is one of the most impressive sights the country has to offer. The Ming Tombs are the final
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resting place of 13 of the 16 Ming Emperors.

Fourth, if that sounds a bit morbid, you will be glad to know that Great Wall tours are often combined
with tours of the Ming Tombs.

Finally, it's the capital. That in itself is a really good reason to study Chinese in Beijing.

If all of this information leaves you more bewildered than enlightened don't hesitate to visit
nextstepchina.org or a similar website where you can find out much more about both cities. This will
make it much easier to decide whether to study Chinese in Shanghai or Beijing.
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