
Article Side
Dealing with Faulty Pipes and Heaters: Tips on Repairing Broken Water Heaters by
Dwane Zelinsky

Article published on February 17th 2012 | Home Improvement

Most homes in the United States have water heaters. Water heaters facilitate activities such as
bathing, doing the laundry, and washing the dishes with warm water. Since most water heaters are
used for various purposes, it is not a surprise that some parts get worn out. Worn out parts can spell
trouble and cause leaks in your pipes. Although professional help is highly recommended during
plumbing dilemmas, you can still apply temporary repairs to prevent the problem from escalating.
Listed below are some tips you should consider while waiting for your plumber to arrive on the
scene.

Inspect the area:

Identifying the source of the problem is the first step should you should take. Most of the time, leaks
come from the broken and rusted parts of the water tank. You should thoroughly check the water
tank to ensure that each component is functioning properly. Once you spot the defective parts, you
can concentrate on the repairs.

Deal with the leaks:

It is often better to deal with leaks as soon as they appear. Leaks often occur when the water tank is
oldâ€”they come from either the bottom or the edges of the tank. If this happens, the rusted and broken
parts, such as the valves, pipes, and the tank itself, may need to be repaired or replaced.  In some
instances, leaks occur when there is excessive heat in the valves. This can be easily repaired by
operating the lever and lowering the temperature. In electric water heaters, leaks often occur if there
is a problem with the heating gasket. To fix this problem, locate the gasket and tighten it to prevent
water from escaping. Otherwise, you might need to replace the gasket altogether.

Clean the tank:

Dirty water heaters can also pose several problems. If the tank makes certain noises when you turn
on the faucet, then it's most likely dirty. Sediments can accumulate at the bottom of the tank and
contaminate the water. If left neglected, they can contribute to the corrosion of the metal tanks. To
prevent this from happening to the water heaters Indianapolis residents have, regular water draining
and tank cleaning is recommended.

Fix heating problems:

Some water heaters can experience problems in the long run. These can be solved by replacing the
primary heating elements of the tanks. In gas water heaters, the problem can be solved by relighting
the pilot light and adjusting the gas valve. Of course, itâ€™s always wiser to contact a professional like
an Indianapolis plumber for advice.

Call a professional plumber:

Apart from giving advice, Indianapolis plumbers can take care of extensive damage to your water
heater. They can get the job done quickly and safely.
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