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One of the most common complaints as a person grows older is hearing loss. Fortunately, many
advances have been made in hearing aids, giving people the opportunity to live a full life even after
their ears begin to fail.  However, what can a person expect to find when they are researching these
aids?  What determines hearing aid prices?

A hearing aid is simply a device that amplifies the sounds in the area.  Unfortunately, amplifying all
the noises in a room can cause a lot of distraction for the person wearing the aid. Some hearing
aids are more able to filter out background noises, allowing the listener to focus on one speaker or
conversation.  There are also differences in the size and visibility of these devices. When buying a
hearing aid, a person should be aware of the differences, and decide what is best for their needs. 

When comparing hearing aids, a person will quickly notice the use of the word "channels" or "bands"
in the description.  For the most part, the more channels a hearing aid has the more expensive it will
be. These bands or channels usually refer to the way that a person hears, and the amount of bands
needed may vary according the type of hearing loss a person has. An audiologist or other hearing
specialist will be able to help the consumer know how many channels are needed for the hearing
loss that they have.

Filtering background noises is usually very important when considering a hearing aid. One filtering
system is a hearing aid with one or more microphones.  One type of these are referred to as FM
systems and are widely used in schools and places of business. A person with this system will have
a microphone that is pointing to, or even worn by, the speaker.  It is much like any other microphone
and speaker system in that it sends the sound of the person talking to the "speakers" in the listeners
ears. Directional microphones may also be used to amplify the noise in front of a person rather than
behind them.  This is often good for people in a crowd or in a restaurant. 

Other factors when choosing a hearing aid may be how comfortable the wearer is with the aid being
seen by others.  Years ago there was basically only one style of hearing aid, however, in today's
world, a person can have an aid fits completely into the ear canal making it almost invisible.  Others
may feel more comfortable with a piece that goes around the back of the ear, or a device that looks
similar to a bluetooth earpiece.  With the variety now, a person never needs to feel that their hearing
aid is on display. Some of these designs, however, may also change the price of the device.

Finding the correct hearing aid always starts with a visit to the doctor.  After having a complete
exam, the doctor can discuss with their patient how many bands/channels they may need and what
device might be best for them.  Once that is established the consumer will need to decide the style
and size of aid that they would like.  Many insurance companies will pay at least part of the cost, so
it is important to look into the various extras that the insurance company allows. Finally, it is
important to do some research on hearing aid prices to find the one that meets the needs of the
individual. All that is left after that is to hear!
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For more information regarding a Hearing Aids, Please visit a Thehearingaidgenie.com
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