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Gardening is one of a few hobbies that keep most people occupied. Gardening has been around
since the ancient times when Babylonians popularized the hanging gardens. It is a part of the field
of horticulture which is the cultivation and propagation of plants for personal or commercial use.

Gardening includes the care and maintenance of various kinds of shrubs, trees and herbaceous
plants; and the different plant types like perennials, annuals, biennials, and bulbs. Gardens often
have ornamental plants that are grown for their flowers, foliage, and overall appearance.  They are
also planted with vegetables, fruits, and herbs, and are called vegetable gardens. Gardening can be
done indoors or outdoors according to the growth requirements of the plants you choose.

Outdoor gardens have plants that thrive on open soil and have an entirely different need from plants
in indoor gardens, and pots or containers.  They also have different sensitivity to each season.
Perennial plants are the most versatile and can tolerate almost all seasons and weather conditions. 
Annual plants only survive one season.

Maintaining a garden is not limited to keeping green foliages.  Flowering plants are often mixed with
the greens to give a splash of color to break the gardenâ€™s monotonous shade.  A flower garden adds
a different dimension to the garden because of the colors of the flowers.  It can add fragrance that
attracts butterflies and bees to make for enchanting gardens.

Flowering gardens bring together plant species that can evoke a certain theme or mood. You can
mix the brightly colored marigold, dahlia, black eyed Susan, garden mum and dwarf cannas to make
a cheerful garden. For peaceful and soothing flower garden design ideas, you can combine
lavender, catmint, sage, Santa Barbara daisies, gray santolina and lavender cotton.

You can check different garden design ideas to suit your garden theme and style.    Initially, you can
plant bright blooms to fill in the dull spaces in your garden.  Then you can include flowering plants to
attract hummingbirds and butterflies. Garden designs are also useful when you decide to have
transitional plants that can flourish alternately from winter to spring.

These garden designs and ideas can help you arrange and care for indoor plants that are contained
or potted, or in terrariums. They also guide you in the choice of plants that can live well together. 
Remember that garden designs are not limited to plants; you can also add water features liked
fountains and waterfalls.  You can read more about garden maintenance and ideas from
gardening.about.com and howtodothings.com.
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