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The practice of drinking tea dates back to the British occupation of India, in the days of the British
Raj. The Chinese were the first to discover tea, but they drank it as green tea. Green tea is sourced
from the green leaves of the tea plant, and any modern tea drinker would not even recognize it as
tea. But there is no doubt about the fact that a perfect cup of hot tea can warm the heart of any tea
lover! World over, the tea you drink has been sourced from India, Sri Lanka or China. These are the
main suppliers of quality tea to the world market. Most foreign brands buy tea wholesale from
plantations in these countries.

The processing of the tea leaves by blanching them were a British invention, so were the practice of
adding a â€œdash of milkâ€• and a â€œwhiff of sugarâ€•. India was uninitiated to tea, but the British planted tea in
the subcontinent, and soon the whole of India adopted tea as their national drink. You can drink tea
by immersing readymade tea bags in hot water, and this has made making tea an easier process.

The tea business operates on the model of importing wholesale tea from the tea growing countries
and selling them under various brand names. When you buy tea from a tea company, be absolutely
sure about their credentials as a tea maker. Do they have their own tea plantation? Have they been
in the business as a tea maker for a considerable number of years? Is the tea brand recognized and
appreciated by connoisseurs? These are some of the questions you should ask, and only if the
answer to all of them is satisfactory should you tea buy from them.

Not only should you check for the tea brand and its reputation, but also the location and plantation
from which the tea has been procured from. For example, the Darjeeling hill station of India
produces the best teas in the world, in terms of flavor and aroma. But if you are looking for tea
which packs a punch, that is, strong tea, you should go for tea grown in the Assam region of India. It
is vast field of study, and not just picking up any tea bags from the supermarket shelf.

The modern tea bars are competing with the coffee shops globally, and though a late comer to the
market, is gaining ground. At these tea bars, you can pick and choose the kind of tea you would like
to have. Whether it is leaf tea, CTC tea or Fanning tea, the choice lies with you. Experts at these
outlets will help you by making you sample each variety. This is not a world of tea bags. Here, an
expert tea maker will create a concoction that is purely divine to the connoisseur of tea. There are
various twists introduced to the older methods of making tea. It is hard to recognize it as the same
beverage!
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