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You know you're destined to be a fashion designer if you are obsessed about clothes and spend
your spare time flicking through

Fashion Magazines! But if you want to be the next Coco Channel, how do you turn your passion for
fashion in to a well paid

career?

There are many aspects to the work of a professional fashion designer. Working in the fashion
industry can involve working for a

large retail chain store, a smaller more boutique designer, as well as producing a label under your
own name.  To create your own

fashion label takes a lot of time, dedication and hard work. But it can be a lot simpler if you enroll in
a Fashion design course

dedicated to teaching you fashion business skills, and if you have a mentor to help you along the
way.

Choosing a strategy

There are as many different ways to embark upon a fashion career as there are styles of design.
Ralph Lauren's Polo empire was

founded on a small tie collection that he sold to Bloomingdales. Helmut Lang decided to open his
own clothing store when he

couldn't find a t-shirt that he liked. Michael Kors built up a network of customers by selling clothes in
a trendy NYC boutique.

However, most people find that the best foundation for a design career is to get a fine arts degree in
fashion at a prestigious

school. But this can be a very costly affair, and if you don't have wealthy parents, it can break the
bank!

The most important

step to finding a fashion course that is right for you, is to look at what specific skills will they teach
you, and how will

these skills help you get a job in the fashion industry.

Applying to a fashion school

There are a lot of colleges that have fashion programs, but only a handful has the kind of reputation
that can really push your
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career. It's hard to enter these schools as competition is high, and they tend to be very selective. It
can also cost you

thousands of dollars in college fees.

The first step to applying is to submit a portfolio of drawings of your designs.

This

can be hard to do if you haven't had any training to begin with.  The best option is to buy a Fashion
Book to help you understand

the Fashion Industry first.  Also Fashion illustration templates are really helpful to get your designs
looking professional.

Some online fashion courses offer free fashion illustration templates to help you draw your designs,
and build your portfolio.

Being able to illustrate your designs is an important skill  to have to become a designer, as it is how
you will communicate

your ideas to potential clients.

Most fashion programs are three to four years long.  But to be realistic, you can get into the fashion
industry a lot faster, by

enrolling in a fast-track program that focuses on giving your practical skills.

Understanding the Fashion Industry

Unfortunately, it's not enough for a designer to be creative; you also have to have some business
sense. As fashion gets more and

more corporate driven, it's important to be aware of the business climate and understanding the
mechanics behind it. If you

enroll in a Fashion program that has some business content in it, you will already be ahead of the
game on the job front.  If you

want to run your own business, or start your own fashion label, you need to understand how to
market yourself, and sell your

designs.

A lot of fashion schools are currently increasing business classes in their curriculum.

Finding a Fashion Design

Course that incorporates business, marketing, drawing skills, industry knowledge and  job seeking
skills will put you miles ahead

of the game, and greatly increase your chances of fullfilling your dream to become a professional
designer.
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