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Have you wondered about the amount of rain, snow or hail that reaches your home annually?
Moreover, have you wondered how you can determine the amount of such weather phenomenon
that reach the place where you live versus your relatives or friends' place from another country,
state or city? Recently I watched a show that featured natural disasters on my Dish TV which gave
me some basic information on how rain is measured. Why bother, you might ask. Nevertheless, if
you happen to ever wonder about this, then you might want to get yourself a rain gauge and have
fun with determining the weather phenomenon that we call the rain.

You might be interested in knowing the history behind Rain Gauges at this point. It was during 500
B.C. when rainfalls were known to be first recorded and kept. This was done by Ancient Greeks and
was followed by the early inhabitants of India, after 100 years. According to studies, the people in
India use bowls in order to catch the rain and record it. The rainfall readings where used to link with
data or expected growth and even utilized as the basis for the computation of land taxes. 

Hydrologist and even meteorologists in order to analyze and determine the amount of precipitation
within a certain period often use this instrument. Rain gauges have two parts in order to determine
both data. It comprises a part to catch the precipitation and another part to measure the total
amount of precipitation caught. A rain gauge can be effective when it is placed on an isolated area -
ideally without trees and buildings since the presence of these structures could affect the overall
data that can be generated by the equipment. Factors such as hurricanes and storms with terrible
winds can also affect and influence the accuracy of data that can be generated by the rain gauge.

There are several types of rain gauges. Each type of this equipment has specific pros and cons
whenever they are utilized. The standard rain gauge which utilizes a graduated cylinder with
attached funnel, placed on an ideally bigger container. The container is for holding the excess that
could pour out from the graduated cylinder.  The weighing rain gauge in which three materials are
used namely pen, rotating drum and storage bin. The precipitation being monitored is filled into the
storage drum. Meanwhile, the drum's overall weight is recorded by the pen which is placed on the
lower part of the storage bin.

The weighing rain gauge is capable of measuring the level or amount of chemicals that may be
present in the atmosphere as the precipitation occurs. However, this type of rain gauge can be
costly - making the instrument quite difficult to acquire. Still it is better than the tipping bucket rain
gauge since it generates measurements that are far more accurate. The tipping bucket rain gauge
that uses several materials like big copper cylinder, funnel, two levers, pen and wheel for recording.
The two levers are stabilized like a scale so that when a certain amount of the precipitation being
measured is reached, it would tip over and signals the recorder. The pen makes upward or
downward motions as it records the lever's movement, along with the precipitation's total amount.
This type of rain gauge has been updated by utilizing a pivot and plastic container.

The rain gauge is not limited for use by hydrologists and meteorologist. News stations are also not
the only ones with access to rain gauges. Anyone could buy a rain gauge to utilize for their own
specific objectives. Remember that achieving the purpose for acquiring such equipment is important
whatever type of rain gauge you choose to have. The use is to have an accurate measurement of
the rain on a given place and time-frame.
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Mark D - About Author:
Being a freelance writer and active blogger I like sharing my thought with rest of the world.
Previously I used to browse the channels on my a Dish TV to know the rainfall measurements in my
area, but now with my simple gauge I am able to get my own readings before the TV people. Check
it out yourself and feel the excitement.
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