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If you live in Columbia, SC and have been thinking about attending college, you may have
considered applying to universities in other parts of the state or the country. It might be interesting to
live elsewhere for a time; however, there are many benefits to be gained when you decide to stay
local for college.

Lowering the Overall Cost of College

Students can save money on college tuition and related expenses when they choose to stay local,
which can reduce the overall financial burden of college. If you can live with your family, housing
costs are nonexistent. If you attend college close to home at a campus that is accessible by public
transportation, you can save on gas and other transportation-related costs.

It also proves less costly to live in Columbia. CNN Money indicates that Columbia, SC offers lower
than average prices on homes. This yields less expensive rent on houses and apartments as well.
Students can choose to continue living at home, thus eliminating the cost of a dorm or apartment.

The travel expenses of attending a distant college also add up. It costs much less to reach a local
college and to return home for holidays or other important occasions. It's also easy to visit and
compare different Columbia colleges before sending out applications.

Nontraditional Students

Though the phrase "nontraditional" is starting to become obsolete, many people still consider adults
who have been out of school for several years to be "nontraditional" college students. Columbia
adults who have been in the workforce for several years and are thinking about returning to school
may be limited in their ability to travel a great distance to complete a degree program. Local
colleges in South Carolina may be the answer for those people who are looking to achieve a degree
or change careers, but who also have other commitments to keep.

Other Advantages to Staying Local

When attending Columbia universities locally, students needn't spend many hours becoming
familiar with the area. This leaves more time to concentrate on studies. They also don't have to
move far away from their friends and family. Unlike some cities and towns, Columbia offers
extensive public transportation. Buses stop at many Columbia colleges and universities, according
to the Central Midlands Regional Transit Authority. All of these factors add up to make staying local
a great choice.

This article was written by Eyeflow for the advertising benefit of South University. Eyeflow LLC has
been compensated to produce this article.
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The author has an immense knowledge on a Columbia universities. Know more about a Columbia
colleges related info in his website.
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