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Cars require regular maintenance, which can be very expensive if you don't find an auto body shop
that you can rely on for upkeep and repairs.  Estimates for auto work can vary dramatically from one
shop to another, so it's important to find a business that provides quality service without exorbitant
fees.  There are many auto body shops to choose from in Toronto, so finding the right one for you
can be confusing, but there are several simple tips you can use to narrow down your choices to the
one that makes sense for your car and budget.

Use the Internet to find various auto body shops throughout Toronto, and make a list of businesses
that are suitable for the type of car and maintenance you need.

Focus on auto shops that have been in business for a long time and have a proven track record of
providing quality service and exceptional customer support.  Your goal should be to find an auto
body shop that you can trust and use again in the future.

Once you have a list of businesses in your area, look up consumer reviews and testimonials.  There
are many different websites that you can check for reviews from past costumers to find out whether
they were satisfied with the service they received at any particular shop.  You can also ask your
friends and family members who own cars for recommendations.  Many auto body shops get new
business from word-of-mouth advertising from past customers who pass on their recommendations
to people they know.

Your final decision should be based on the quality of service an auto body shop provides rather than
its prices, although it's important to stay within your budget since car repairs and checkup fees can
quickly add up.  Take hourly labor charges into consideration in addition to the base price of
services and car parts.  The most expensive part of taking your car to an auto body shop is usually
the amount of hours that goes into servicing it.  Even if the base price of a service is relatively
inexpensive, the costs can quickly escalate if there's a lot of labor involved.  If you need an estimate
on a job that needs to be done as soon as possible, always ask approximately how long it will take
to complete it, so you can accurately calculate your overall costs.

Avoid auto body shops that do not willingly provide you with information, or encourage you to bring
in your car before discussing their rates in general.  Reputable auto body shops are always willing to
provide customers with answers to any questions they might have.  Before you decide to bring your
car in, get several estimates from a few different places to make sure you don't end up paying too
much money.  Choose an auto body shop that provides you with the best customer service and
estimates that are within your budget.
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