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Are you looking for an edge that few, if any, of your competitors for a certain job possess? Are you
the type who wants to have a distinctive skills sets, personality and capacity that will make you
stand over and above your colleagues? Are you trying to find yet failing to identify your niche in the
job market? If you answered â€œyesâ€• to one of these questions, then you will appreciate career services
as provided by professional career counselors.

Who Will Need

In fact, no matter what stage of your career you are in, you will require professional career
counseling for the simple matter that career management is a lifelong, continuing process. Starting
a career on the right foot, shifting from one career to the next, and improving a current career path â€“
all require professional career services from the right people.

Career counseling  professionals identify 4 types of individuals who seek career management
services. The proper identification as to which category an individual belongs to will lead to the
proper identification of the steps to take in career management.

These categories are briefly described as:

â€¢ Exploratory individuals are usually just entering the workforce or who are new to a certain
occupation.

â€¢ Transitory individuals are in the process of making changes in their career paths; or are mastering
their early to mid-level tasks in their careers; or are floundering in their careers; or are transitioning
from one career to the next.

â€¢ Mid-life career individuals have already acquired a desired degree of success in their careers yet
they still require professional career services for self-actualization purposes. He may be unsatisfied
with the way his career is going, for example.

â€¢ Pre-retirement and retirement individuals also need professional career services to help them
ease into a new world after spending the prime of their years in the workplace. Indeed, professional
career services are an imperative need if and when you want to be successful in your chosen career
in particular and in your life in general.

What Benefits Await

What exactly are the benefits that come with hiring career services professionals? First, you will
have a broader view of your options as these relate to present and future trends in the job market.
You may have a limited view of your place in the job market, which career management service
professionals can expand with a few well-meaning discussions. Your edge then lies in your
knowledge of more job options suitable for your career goals.

Second, you have a deeper understanding of who and what you are as a person in relation to your
career. Professionals who provide career services are equipped with the right set of tools and
techniques to help their clients match their unique personalities, skills and capacities to the right
jobs. In interviews, your in-depth knowledge of who you are, what you can contribute, and how well
you can learn is an edge against your competitors for the job.
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Third, you have additional support via the career services professional. Your colleagues will not
enjoy the professional guidance when making career- and life-changing decisions, which you are
enjoying. Professional career services can make your career more fulfilling, more rewarding and just
generally more in tune with your personal goals â€“ and that is an edge in life in itself.
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