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That was not the case. â€œAre they out of f@%#ing books? Tell me theyâ€™re not out of f@%#ing books!â€•
screeched a frazzled-looking girl who was being forced to stand with her buttocks pressed against
the glass of one of the entry-level doors. I had to come in through the OUT door.

Blurry? Well, of course. This wavering picture is not due to the unsteady hand of an amateur
photographer* but rather the result of waves of heat pouring up from the mass of humanity. It was
hot! I was amazed the mood was as good as it was, though there was indeed a sense of
brotherhood. And, clearly, being ASoIaF fans they all had impeccable taste and a superior intellect.
An added bonus was that it did not smell as I feared it might. (Any of you who have ever been to
Gen-Con know exactly what Iâ€™m talking about.) Perhaps the general good cheer was due to a
general sense of good cleanliness.

George was there, happily signing books and chatting with fans. Despite his recent illness, he
looked great. The turn-out had a wide range of ages, as well as a nearly-balanced mix of genders;
there were easily just as many women as there were men (plus one rather sublimely-dressed
trannie), and all seemed THRILLED to get their books vandalized by The Man.
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