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There are always new medical offices being opened. For these offices to run properly there are
medical assisting personnel in place to help with a variety of tasks. It could be greeting patients
when they first enter the facility, feeding information into the computer, showing the patient to their
room, or handling the medical billing and coding in order to submit claims to insurance companies.
However, these assistants are only required to assist a physician or office manager and are not
qualified for examining, diagnosing, or treating patients. That is the task of an actual physician or a
physician assistant.

The great thing about medical assisting is there are two different ways of getting the proper training
in this field. Sometimes an office will hire someone who is new to the field and train the person
themselves exactly the way the doctor likes. This is a rare occasion though. There are also
programs at online colleges and campus colleges where interested individuals can get their degree
in just a year or two. While attending school for just one year quality a student for a certificate, a two-
year program will qualify a student for an associate degree. A diploma signifies that the student is
qualified and ready to enter the field of medical billing and coding.   

Upon entering the field of medical assisting there are some medical courses that need to be taken.
Since this type of work is about dealing with people and their myriad physical or mental problems. It
is important to learn as much about the subject as possible. There are in-depth courses covering the
human anatomy, physiology, medical terminology, and also diagnosing equipment and computer
usage. What transcription is and how to use it, methods of recordkeeping, processing insurance
claims, and a some accounting are additional pre-requisites for medical billing and coding. 

Upon completing the courses and getting the degree, there are several places a person could look
for employment. Medical assisting could be at a hospital where there will be a large number of
patients. Most people actually start at smaller offices in order to gain the knowledge and hands-on
experience before taking their career to a hospital. Smaller offices could include a chiropractor or
optometrist, a walk-in clinic that deals with outpatients as well as inpatients, and a few will work at in
a dental office doing the medical billing and coding.

With medical assisting, the courses do not stop upon completion. One thing to keep in mind is that
evolution and change in every profession is inevitable. It could be in form of new laws or even new
techniques that will make things go smoother. Whatever the case might be there will be courses that
must be taken in order to stay on top of the constant changing of the medical field. The saving grace
here is that many of these courses pertaining to medical billing and coding are available at online
colleges as well as campus colleges, so there is no need to quit a job in order to stay current in new
developments and practices.

The more experience a person has in medical assisting, the more wages that can be earned. If the
person feels really comfortable with medical billing and coding and excels in the field, then one day
they might just decide to take off on their own and work from their home or set up a consulting
office. After all, it is just a question of familiarizing oneself with the medical jargon and using it
accurately to submit claims to insurance companies. Hence taking online college courses or
campus courses, which provide education on these subjects, is one of the easiest ways to become
qualified and to stay up to date with current practices.
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John Seller - About Author:
A field that is related to the medical field and yet is relatively free from a physician's educational
requirements is a medical assisting. A category is this field is that of a medical billing and coding
which involves preparing claims to submit to insurance companies.
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