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Traveling contractors spend most of the year on the road, away from the comforts of home and their
families. Traveling across the country doesnâ€™t usually lend itself to comfort and convenience and
while your compensation might help make up for what youâ€™re missing, there are actually ways that
you can really make a home away from home even with short term housing. Below, youâ€™ll find some
excellent options to help you enjoy more comfort while on the job.

Making a Home Away from Home

Perhaps the single most important consideration in increasing your comfort and enjoyment while out
on the road knows how to really make a home away from home. When choosing your lodgings,
understand that not just any old hotel or motel will do. You can most certainly stay with a big name
hotel or motel chain, but youâ€™re really only going to get a bed and four walls. There are better options
out there.

Independent small motels can provide you with some real benefits here. For instance, youâ€™ll have a
unique room, allowing you to avoid the cookie cutter lodgings available with most motels and hotels.
Unique, individual decor and furnishings really help you feel more comfortable and at home even
when youâ€™re away. Youâ€™ll also find that these independent hotels and motels can provide more
personal service, and often offer great meals that youâ€™ll never find with a major chain.

However, your options arenâ€™t limited to just motels. If you have an RV or travel with another
contractor who does, RV parks can be excellent options for your needs. They offer some benefits
that canâ€™t be found with hotels or motels as well.

For instance, RV parks are often less expensive per night than even independent lodging
establishments, helping you stretch those per diems farther. They also offer other perks, such as
outdoor grilling areas. RV parks often accept pets as well, and they have laundry facilities on the
premises, which offer more convenience. Of course, you have to have an RV to make use of these
options, although some RV parks have cabins for rent.

Key Factors in Choosing Your Lodgings

When choosing your lodgings, whether staying at an RV park or with an independent motel, youâ€™ll
want to consider several different factors to increase your convenience and cost savings.

â€¢    Cooking Facilities â€“ If the place youâ€™re staying doesnâ€™t offer meal service, make sure that it has
cooking facilities. Youâ€™re not going to want to subsist on McDonaldâ€™s the entire time youâ€™re in town,
and cooking your own food will help you save some money as well.

â€¢    Laundry Facilities â€“ While RV parks usually have their own laundry facility, thatâ€™s not always the
case with hotels and motels. Find out if the properties youâ€™re considering have washers and dryers
available. If they donâ€™t, find out how close the nearest laundromat is.

â€¢    Other Amenities â€“ Youâ€™ll be spending most of your time on the job, but there will be downtime at
some point. Make sure you choose a home away from home where you can enjoy some additional
amenities like a swimming pool, hiking/walking trail, sports courts, fishing, and more.
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