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Electrical safety is part and parcel of prudent home ownership, but all too often when people move
house it is something that gets forgotten. If you are moving into an older style property, the original
wiring could still be there and might not be able to cope with modern appliances. It is advantageous
to you to have an electrical safety check carried out, even if you feel capable of doing it yourself it
might be wiser to get a Los Altos electrical company in to carry it out correctly, and in compliance.

For peace of mind it is always worthwhile consulting a professional electrician, they have plenty of
knowledge and expertise that you can benefit from, and you can rest assured that there are no
longer any potential problems. If any problems do come to light, ask for a quote to find out what
needs to be done, and how much it will cost, to put right. Always get a quote before agreeing to any
remedial work being carried out.

During a safety check all aspects of your system will be thoroughly examined. This will give you
peace of mind, as you can be sure that every component has been correctly installed and is
operating properly. If any potential hazards are found, then a remedial course of action can be
suggested, and implemented with your approval.

If you are thinking of tackling electrical jobs yourself, be fully aware of any, and all, risks that you
may face. Don't forget that electricity can prove fatal if not handled properly. Faulty wiring and
installations are the leading cause of domestic fires, with in excess of 67,000 fires caused by these
problems each year.

An electrical fire is extremely difficult to detect, and potentially catastrophic. The main problems lie
in the fact that they produce neither smell nor smoke, and can smoulder for up to a year before
catching alight igniting surrounding material. It is not until that the other combustible material
produces smoke that your smoke detectors will sound.

So whatever work you have decided to carry out, only attempt what you are capable of, if in doubt
get a professional electrician in. Never work on a live circuit, always make sure that you have
tripped the appropriate breaker at the circuit board. It might sound like common sense, but it is
surprising the amount of people who actually forget to do this simple safety step.

There are safety devices available on the market, such as GFCI outlets and AFClIs. A GFCI will plug
into an outlet socket and should a ground fault occur, it will trip, preventing any power getting to the
appliance. An AFClI is slightly different in that it is installed in the wiring, and will trip if there is an arc
fault.

A common fault is that power continuously gets interrupted to part of the house. This would be
mainly noticeable if a breaker is constantly tripping, or a fuse is often blowing. Think if anything new
has been installed in that part of the house, maybe that is causing a greater demand than the circuit
is gauged for. Maybe moving the appliance to a different circuit would alleviate the problem. As with
all things, dealing with electricity, if unsure consult a qualified Los Altos electrical team.

Article Source:
http://www.articleside.com/article-marketing-articles/several-tips-for-needing-los-altos-electrical-
assistance.htm - Article Side



http://www.articleside.com/author/tracynarvaez
http://www.articleside.com/article-marketing-articles
http://www.articleside.com/article-marketing-articles/several-tips-for-needing-los-altos-electrical-assistance.htm
http://www.articleside.com/article-marketing-articles/several-tips-for-needing-los-altos-electrical-assistance.htm
http://www.articleside.com

Tracy Narvaez - About Author:

You can find excellent tips on how to choose an electrician and information about a reputable a Los
Altos electrical contractor at http://www.losaltoselectrical.info right now.
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